
Ronnie A. Dunn, Ph.D., is chief diversity officer and associate 

professor of urban studies at Cleveland State University. As CDO, he is 

responsible for developing policies and practices that enhance diversity, 

equity and inclusion within the university and the broader community. 

He was named a National Association of Diversity Officers in Higher 

Education Fellow earlier this year.  

Dunn’s research interests include issues affecting minorities and the 

urban poor, with particular expertise in race, crime and the issue of 

racial profiling.  

As chair of the Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority Board of 

Commissioners, on which he served for seven years, Dunn oversaw the provision of housing for 

over 55,000 residents throughout Cuyahoga County. He is also past chair of the Cleveland NAACP 

Criminal Justice Committee.  

Dunn is also president and CEO of Dunn Research & Consulting Ltd., a minority and veteran-owned 

business specializing in urban, social and educational research and program evaluation.  

 


